
MINI-STAY COURSES FROM FUTURE LEARNING IRELAND

Future Learning is an international language school based in Malahide which was set-up five years ago to run summer programmes for 

international students. Our mini-stay courses are designed to focus on the aspects of Irish life, culture and society which are of most 

interest to the students. Through ‘learning by doing’ the course develops, language skills and promotes cultural awareness while 

enhancing teamwork, collaborative problem solving and the use of technology.

THE PROJECTS 

Future Learning programmes are project-based and technology-enhanced using active and 
authentic learning activities. These projects enable our students to explore the places which they 
are visiting and articulate the aspects that most interest them.  It is very important to us that 
students feel that they have travelled and encountered a different culture and all our projects are 
about the students engaging with Irish life and culture and not do classes that they could just as 
easily do at home. The projects are inspired by what they observe of life and culture around 
them on their tours and where they are staying.

THE TECHNOLOGY 

Technology enhanced, which means that the students work on a digital product in which they 
describe their experience and what they have learned. These digital products can include: 
presentation slides, blogs, interactive maps, and videos. The video part of the project is either a 
scripted scene, which the students prepare, practice and produce, or, where the students’ level 
is sufficient, it can include on-street interviews with locals.  Over the course of their mini-stay 
programme students research, record and edit a video on the aspect of the topic which they 
have chosen to investigate. Using digital tools includes looking things up, checking ideas, and 
finding visual material, but it is primarily about students creating something for themselves that 
they can publish and show to parents and teachers back home. Internet research is targeted, 
time-limited and is used by students to check and add to what they already know.

THE TEAM 

Students on our mini-stay programmes work with experienced project leaders who are qualified 
in a variety of social and cultural areas relevant to the projects, including languages, literature, 
drama, history, geography and sociology. All of our project leaders are experienced in working 
with groups of young people and working through the learner’s second language as all of them 
hold recognised certificates in English language teaching, in addition to their primary degree. 
Having a team with such a variety of backgrounds enriches our programmes and allows us to 
give students insights into all areas of Irish life, culture, history and landscape.

THE LOCATIONS & TIMES 

All the sessions take place in the mornings and take place in Future Learning classrooms either 
in Malahide or in the city centre, near the Tara St. Dart Station. Start and finish times vary slightly 
depending on the project.



DAY BY OUTLINE OF TYPICAL FUTURE LEARNING PROGRAMME

Group Needs

In order to help our teachers prepare to meet your students’ need can you give 
us some more information about them.

> Where is your school located?
> What type of school do your students attend?
> What year are your students in?
> What is the level of English of your students? (Where this varies it helps to 
have a list)
> Do they have experience in using technology for school work?
> What do you hope the will gain from the experience of coming to Ireland?

Pre-Course Task for Students

To help prepare for their trip, ask your students to look up the place they 
are visiting / the visitors are coming from and find out five of these things;

> How many people live there?
> What province is it in?
> What language(s) do they speak?
> How do you pronounce the placename?
> What is the major local monument?
> What sort of food do they like to eat there?
> What is on TV at the moment?
> What music is popular with them?
> What the weather is like at the moment?

● Getting to know you questions to help break the ice.
● Etiquette quiz and discussion about the right things to do in class, online, in the street, at home.
● Find out about differences between what they think they know about the topic and what the true story is.
● Present on this to the group today or first thing tomorrow morning.

Day 1

● Looked at English as spoken in Ireland and explore the differences between it and standard British English.
● Look at model videos and discuss problems that would arise whilst they were making their videos and how 

to avoid or overcome them.
● Brainstorm ideas for the documentary before starting the script, picking a different topic for each team.
● Write what they were going to say, to have the ready for the their video, getting language feedback from the 

teachers on their script, making sure they don’t use fixed phrases without understanding them. Teachers 
talk to each team helping them to upgrade their language, telling them that they needed. (Language skills)

● One teacher keeps a file with the new words or interesting facts about the topic as they arise and uses this 
to recap with the students, reminding them of the meaning when necessary.

Day 2

● Plan the video on a storyboard deciding what will they say when, use templates shared with your team and 
copy onto your document and share with teacher (Project planning skills).

● Teachers explain how to approach people to ask for an interview with some extra work on appropriate 
register, making sure that they address people correctly in their video. (Intercultural communication skills)

● Selfie scavenger hunt to help discover their surroundings, discover locations for filming and work together. 
(Collaboration skills)

● Look over the pictures taken and show one to the group discuss what you notice about people, places, 
activities.

Day 3

● Shooting outdoors, interviews, re-enactments, presentations to camera, background footage.
● Most filming done at this time, but some groups record indoor scenes back in the school.
● To start editing teachers instruct each step moving on when all are ready. Groups then work away on it. 

(Technology skills including file management and video editing)

Day 4

● Each team prepares a presentation to explain the process of making it, saying what they did, what 
problems they solved, what they learned and what they would do differently.

● All students prepare and ask detailed questions about each other’s schools and then write an email saying 
why the want / don’t want to study here. Ask about; school rules, timetables, holidays, languages and how 
they learned them, subjects, homework, teachers, activities.

● All the videos are presented and shown. Prizes are given for best videos based on the interesting topics 
chosen, the natural usage of the language, editing and structure, performance and collaboration. 
Comments from teachers to explain.

● Individual awards are given for best participation, collaboration, intercultural communication, and use of 
English and use of technology.

Day 5


